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and equality cannot exist together, for, if all individuals
are free, the abler and more gifted will impose their
directive authority upon the less able, and heredity will
stereotype the consequent inequality generation after gen-
eration. Equality can only be attained and maintained
by the collective despotism of the less able multitude over
the more able few, and liberty must be a condition con-
sistent with such a despotism. Liberty, therefore, is
not the same as individual freedom, but the antithesis to
it. Liberty is not freedom to the individual from the
dominion of other individuals or from the dominion of
crowds. Liberty is freedom for crowds to dominate
individuals, freedom for crowds from impediments to
their expansion, organisation, and self-realisation. It is
not the individual but the crowd that calls for Liberty;
it is not in the interest of individual development but in
that of crowd-authority that the goddess of Liberty is
invoked.

Liberty, then, is a political condition, a function of con-
stitutions and national organisation. As Hobbes stated:
"The liberty, whereof there is so frequent and honorable
"mention in the histories and philosophy of the ancient
"Greeks and Romans and the writings and discourses of
"those that from them have received all their learning
"in the politics, is not the liberty of particular men, but
"the liberty of the commonwealth." This is not alone
true of nations, it is true also of lesser crowds. Thus
Bismarck said of the Church of Rome that its clergy in
any country "constitute a political institution under
"clerical forms, and transmit to their collaborators their
"own conviction that for them liberty lies in dominion,
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